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Raja Shahu of Satara taking pity on these
persons in the light of their being religious
worshippers of God Mahabaleshwar, gave
them a light punishment of khoda. They
were kept in confinement at Par for some-
time and were afterwards released. From
this time the importance of Kolis ceased at
Mahabaleshwar and the Guravs enjoy the
right of worshipping the God without any
interruption.
The temple has an endowment granted
by Raja Shivaji and his descendants, which
is continued to this day by the British
Government. The villages assigned to the
temple of Mahabaleshwar yield an annual'
revenue of Rs. 1,200, and the forest and
other lands fetch about Rs. 2,000, which
make up a total income of Rs. 3,200. This
-amount is utilised in defraying the expenses
of the temple and the annual festivals.
The temple possesses a few old articles,
which are still valued as historical relics.
The silver image of Bhavani-Shankar, which
was formerly dedicated to God Mahaba-
leshwar by Raja Chandra Rao More, was in
the custody of the temple for two centuries,
but was afterwards stolen and lost. It was
replaced by a new one by the descendants
of Chandra Rao More, who have now
removed it to their village, Dare, where